Mitochondrial myopathy, encephalopathy, lactic acidosis, and stroke-like episodes with acanthocytosis: a clinicopathological study of a unique case.
A case of a unique combination of mitochondrial myopathy, encephalopathy, lactic acidosis and stroke-like syndrome (MELAS) with acanthocytosis is reported. Neuropathological examination revealed pellagra-like change in Betz cells, brain-stem neurons and anterior horn cells as well as findings compatible with mitochondrial encephalomyopathies. Abnormal function of nicotinic acid-related enzymes could be the cause of the complicated clinicopathologic findings in this case. This is the first report of MELAS with acanthocytosis.